
Activity 3: Green City Leaders—Mock Public 
Hearing (Grade 7—12) 

 

Activity Summary:  

Students will use what they have learned 
about global warming and climate change 
to present different arguments to the local 
government in a mock public hearing.  

By taking a stand on the issues, students 
will learn about how complicated 
addressing the issues can be and the 
importance of civic engagement. 

Time required:  2-3 class periods.  

What to Do: 

1. Break students into 2 groups.  
 
2. Provide students with the following scenario: 

Imagine that your local government has organized a public meeting so that members of 
the community can tell their City Council how they feel about a proposed development. 
The proposal is to build a subdivision of townhouses and small homes.  These homes 
will be built so that they are affordable for many people. The town is in need of this kind 
of housing because it is currently hard for people to find a place to live as there are not 
enough affordable homes. 

About the development: 

 The development is considered to be 'high density', which means that there will a 
lot of units (homes) built on the one piece of land.  

 The proposed subdivision will be located next to a creek that runs through the 
city.  

 The subdivision will be built on land that is currently a forested area and that 
supports a large variety of wildlife.  

 One part of the land is steeply sloped.  

 The development is far away from the centre of town.   

 A new road system will need to be built so that people that live in the subdivision 
can drive into town to work, to get groceries, run other errands, etc.  
 

3. Explain to the students that one group will come up with a presentation for their 
City Council that is in support of the proposal, while the second group will be 
opposed to the proposal.  

After students have made their pro/con presentations, tell them: 
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 The Mayor understands that there are both positive and negative things about 
the development.  But the City is hoping to win a big award this year for being the 
'greenest' city in the province and, with this in mind, the Mayor wants to improve 
the development proposal.  

 The Mayor has decided to create a citizen's committee - made up of the two 
groups who presented at the public meeting.  The Committee has been tasked 
with suggesting ways that the development can be improved/changed so that it 
doesn't have as high an impact on the environment (e.g., habitat loss, impacts on 
the creek, GHG emissions).  
 

4. Have students (i. e., the Committee) brainstorm ideas about possible 
improvements to the development. 

Do they think that, even with the improvements, the proposal should be accepted and 
the development approved? 

Submit your winning Okanagan WaterWise Challenge entry: 

After completing the activity, submit an entry. Youth have the power to be leaders in 
their community. As Climate Heroes, what are you doing do to protect our waters as we 
face the challenges of climate change? How can others join you? 

Examples: 

 Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper or City Council telling them why 
climate change solutions and protecting water are important or how your community 
can become “greener.” 

 Organize a garbage clean-up in a wetland, beach, or creek in 
your neighbourhood. 

 Plant a tree that is indigenous and/or WaterWise to the 
Okanagan Valley. Find some great options here.   

 Create a song, poem, or video to raise awareness about an environmental issue in 
your community that you are passionate about. 

For more ideas and/or more information, please see the Teacher Background 
Material.  

 

* Remember, entries must be a combination of at least two of the following: video, 
audio, animation, images, or text. Entries could be a video, a song, poster, or a photo 
essay… Let your imagination go! 
 

* Video and audio entries must be limited to 2 minutes. 
 

* Entries should reference “Okanagan WaterWise”, or “OkWaterWise”, or being 
“WaterWise”. 

 
Find full contest details at www.OkWaterWise.ca/challenge.  

Let YOUR creative 
POWER flow! 
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